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SWEDEN, USSR SIGN TRADE PACT

A treis agresmens for 1951 betveen the USSR and Sweden has been signed in

+ aseriwal woubhs of negotiations. The pact provides exchange of goods
v~ atoat 48 million kronen each. The USSR will ship mainly corn, oats,
2, apakite concentrates, chrome and manganese ores, ferromanganese,
Llmuser ‘x salt, potash salt, asbestos, paraffin, bristles, horsehair,
snit €lay. Sweden will deliver in return iron, steel and metal goods,
sterage batteries, machines for paper and cellulose manufacture,
" anji ciover seeds. Increased use of Swedish ships in her trade

quipe

«5 wpw Sreiet Lrizn was discussed in Moscow at the same time.

“

4

hiy toade agresment 1s separate from the one-billion-kronen credit which

Swedan sqtendsd to the USSR.

clearic

s imneewbs Prom the Soviet Union which went through the
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& account amountad, to 30 million kronen. Additional imports smounting

12 30 millico keronen from the Eastern bloc countries, mainly Eastern Germany,

went

tigurs

3 dirsctly with Moscow. Swedish exports to the Soviet Union vhich
judn the clearing account amounted to 37 million rubles in 1950. This
. not include deliveries amount.ng to 75 million krenen vhich vere made

<3 the USSR under the credit arrangement. The difference between imports and ex-
proets to bhe Sovieb {nicn was covered by Sweden partly by the rendering of carry-
1ng service and parSly by paymert in English pounds. However, Sweden was left

witn

o &eficit of sbout lb million kronen in the ¢learing account in 1950. A

gimiiar figwee 1s anticipated for this yesr. It is not clear vhether Sweden

will

PO
sign

soriinue Yo hsve to pay Moscow in gterling for her imports from the Satellites.

compared 4o last year's total trade of 67 miliion kronen, the 1951 agreement
1ding for u total trade of 80 million kronen can bardly be considered &
ificant expawvsion of Soviet-Bwedish trade. Swedish hopes of an annual trade

velume with the Soviet Union of 100 million kronen as expected in the 1946 credit

agre

smant 16ve been frustrated largely by the limited number of raw materials and

very few finished products which the USSR has to offer in trade, apd. which are
of interesh to Sweden. This fact is most significant if one considers that an

rtant skare of the gocds which the Soviets delivered to Sweden were made in

impy
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Eastern Germany, Rumania, and Mongolia. Furthermore, Soviet demands are un-
predictable. Sudden large demands for specisl products are frequently made

by the Soviets, yet they show very little interest in developing a normal flow
of goods. Every year, unegotiations extending for weeks and months are necessary
Ybefore Sweden can get essurances of deliveries.
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